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Pablo Roberto Mejia to Receive a Garifuna Heritage  Award

Celebrating and Promoting the Garifuna Heritage and Culture in New York

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 24, 2010

Contacts: Jose Francisco Avila (718) 402-7700 e- mail: info@garifunacoalition.org

New York — The Board of Directors of the Garifuna Coalition USA, Inc. a, nonpartisan, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit
organization is pleased to announce that Mr. Pablo Roberto Mejia will be presented a Garifuna Heritage Award, during
the First Annual Garifuna Heritage Awards and Cultural Night on March 13™ 2010 at 7 PM at the Hostos Center for the
Arts & Culture, 450 Grand Concourse Bronx, NY 10451.

Pablo Roberto Mejia or "Don Beto" as he’'s known was responsible for the development of the Garifuna Community of
Livingston (Labuga) in Guatemala. From the building of the main road, renovation of schools, building of Livingston's gym
and securing the Martin Luther King School. But most importantly, was his tenacity to focus on economic empowerment
and development. Many of Livingston’s older generation are products of the services brought to Labuga by Don Beto
which include training Garifuna men to become electricians, painters, teachers and tailors. In the 1960's, he fought to
bring the main educational and economic engines to the state of Izabal, a vocational institution in Puerto Barrios and The
Technical and Productivity Institute—INTECAP, Guatemala’s leading technical school.

His children and grandchildren are involved in the Guatemalan government affairs. His oldest son, Augusto Mejia was a
senator for the state of Izabal and head of the Port Authority of Santo Tomas de Castilla.

In the 1990's he received Guatemala's Highest Presidential Recognition, making him one of few Garinagu to receive such
accolade, including Teodoro Palacios Flores.

True to his faith and conviction about being Garifuna, "Don Beto" Mejia, has left a mark and legacy of activism and set a
standard for all Garinagu in Guatemala. But most importantly makes them proud to be Garifuna. The Garifuna Coalition is
proud to recognize Mr. Pablo Roberto Mejia "Don Beto"

The first Garifuna Heritage Awards will honor those who have made outstanding contributions to the preservation and
promotion of the Garifuna Culture. The annual event, which is a flagship event of the Garifuna Coalition, celebrates the
contributions, legacies and future of those of Garifuna heritage.

A dynamic cultural stage production will feature James Lovell and the AfriGarifuna Youth Ensemble, Hamalali Wayunagu
Garifuna Dance Company,Chief Joseph Chatoyer Garifuna Folkloric Ballet of NY, Paula Castillo and Hechu Garinagu
and a grand finale directed by Mr. Armando Crisanto Meléndez.

The Garifuna Heritage Awards and Cultural Night is an integral part of the Garifuna Heritage Month 2010. The
proclamation will be presented by Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr and New York State Governor David A.
Paterson’s office during a press conference in the Rotunda of the Bronx Borough President’'s Office on Thursday, March
11, 2010 at 11:00 AM. 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY.
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Crisanto Armando Melendez, Artistic Director of the Garifuna National
Folklore Ballet in Honduras, Kensy Sambula, Afro Garifuna Association
of Nicaragua (AAGANIC), The Garifuna Heritage Foundation of St Vicent
and the Grenadines; Mr Pablo Roberto Mejia from Livingston, Guatemala,
Blanca Arzu, New York City, E. Roy Cayetano, author of the People’s

Garifuna Dictionary, from Belize.
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