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Vincy 2009 Homecoming-The Garifuna Reunion Update 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 25, 2008 
 
Contacts: José Francisco Ávila   (917) 783-5298                info@garifunacoalition.org  
 

New York – The Board of Directors of the Garifuna Coalition USA, Inc. a, nonpartisan, 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization is pleased to inform that members of its Board 
of Directors will attend the St. Vincent & the Grenadines Organization of Pennsylvania, Inc’s 
Thirteenth Annual Dinner and Dance in Philadelphia, celebrating the 29th Anniversary of   St 
Vincent and the Grenadines Independence  on November 1, The event is sponsored by the 
honorable LaCelia A. Prince  St Vincent and the Grenadines Ambassador to the USA. 

  
The Keynote Speaker at the event will be The Honorable René Baptiste, Minister of Culture of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.  During their visit, the Board members will also participate in a meeting with  Minister 
Baptiste and the Vincentian Diaspora, on Sunday, November 2, where she will share information about Vincy 
Homecoming 2009. 
  
Furthermore, the Board members will be in St Vincent and the Grenadines to attend the official launch for 
Vincy Homecoming 2009, which will take place in Kingstown on November 9th, 2008 at Heritage Square.  
 The Board members have scheduled a series of meetings with the government officials involved with Vincy 
Homecoming 2009 during their visit. 
  
The Garifuna Coalition is also happy to announce that the Garifuna Heritage Foundation of Saint Vincent, the 
National Garifuna Council of Belize, The Central American Black Organization (CABO), The Garifuna 
American Heritage Foundation United (GAHFU) in Los Angeles and Hondurans Against AIDS, Inc, from New 
York, have agreed to be members  of  the Global Planning Committee for Vincy Homecoming 2009-The 
Garifuna Reunion. Upon the Board members return from the official launching, the Garifuna Coalition will 
schedule a series of meetings with the various organizations involved and their constituents to collectively 
prepare the final plans for Vincy Homecoming 2009-The Garifuna Reunion. In order to streamline the 
coordination efforts, the Garifuna Coalition has established the garivincy@googlegroups.com, as the 
Global Planning Committee’s official group. In addition, all the latest information will be posted at 
http://garifunacoalition.org/vincy_homecoming_2009.  
 
In 2009, New York’s Garifuna Community will celebrate some key milestones, such as the186th Anniversary 
of “The Drama of King Shotaway,” A play by William Henry Brown, which is recognized as the first black 
drama of the American theatre, which has as its subject the 1795 Black Caribs Insurrection of the Caribs in 
the Island of Saint Vincent, led by the Paramount Chief Joseph Chatoyer;  the 63rd anniversary of the 
founding of the Carib American Association, Inc., the 50th anniversary of the of the Fenix Social Club, Inc and 
the 20th anniversary of Mujeres Garinagu en Marcha (MUGAMA), Inc. and  Organización de Damas 
Limoneñas en New York,Inc, and the 19th Anniversary of the Happy Land Social Club Fire among others. 
 
Therefore, the Garifuna Coalition USA, Inc. has submitted a proposal to New York City elected officials, to 
proclaim March 11th– April 12th, beginning in 2009 and  every year thereafter, as Garifuna Heritage Month, in 
observance of the  214th Anniversary of the death of the Paramount Garifuna Chief Joseph Chatoyer, the 
212th anniversary of the exile  of the Garifuna people from St Vincent on March 11th, 1797  and their 
settlement  in Central America on April 12th, 1797 as an integral part of  the activities planned  prior to the 
historic journey back to Yurumein,  the Garifuna Reunion in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. We invite 
members of the community to support the proposal and stay tuned for more information.
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The Honorable James Mitchell, Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines (L), the 
Honorable Dr. Carlos Roberto Reina, President of Honduras (R.I.P.), Celeo Alvarez Casildo, a 
Garifuna leader unveiling a monument honoring the Paramount Garífuna Leader Joseph 
Satuye in the Garifuna Community of Punta Gorda, Roatán, on April 12th, 1997. 

 
José Francisco Ávila, Jorge Garifuna, Ambassador  Ellsworth I.A. John and  
Tomas Zuniga. (Photo: Garinet) 

 
Dr. Cadrin Gill - Honorary Consulate for St Vincent & the Grenadines in Los Angeles  with 
Jose Francisco Avila and Jorge Garifuna (Photo: Garinet) 

 
Members of the Garifuna Coalition USA, Inc.’ Board of  Directors meeting with the 
 Honorable Cosmus Cozier, Consulate General of St. Vincent and the Grenadines  in 
 New York from left to right: Marcia Gomez, Vice-president, Rejil Solis, President,  

Delly Suazo,  Secretary, Jose Francisco Avila, treasurer.  

 
The International Garifuna Folkloric Ballet Company of Honduras, led by the 
acclaimed Honduran choreographer, Armando Chrisanto Mendes, in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines for a six-day visit. Source: Caribbean Net News  

 
Members of the 16 member delegation from Belize who journeyed back to Yurumein 
In 1995.  


